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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is not clear whether "position" (page 14) refers to the 
location of the washing machine with respect to the dryer, or the location of the control 
panels. Please rewrite distinctly claiming the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claim 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schober in Canadian Patent No. 2330236. Schober shows a washing machine 10 and 
a dryer 12 in a side-by-side position. Each apparatus has a control panel 48 for 
controlling the apparatus. Schober depicts the panel on the dryer in symmetry with the 
panel on the washing machine in Figure 2. By definition, a control panel is connected to 
a controlling part for machine operation. In regards to claim 9, Schober clearly shows 
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the control panels positioned on the top of both the washing machine and dryer in 
Figure 2. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, and 1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schober in view of Cotton. Schober includes a control panel, but 
does not specially disclose the user input and output configuration. Various input 
methods and output devices are common and used throughout the art, including 
buttons. Cotton discloses a control panel for an appliance, specifically a washing 
machine, which has buttons 29 for inputting commands. The buttons constitute a touch 
pad. It also contains a display 32. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
to modify Schober and include buttons on the control panel for easy input of user 
commands. Furthermore, as discussed earlier, Schober discloses panels unique to 
each apparatus; therefore each panel controls functions unique to the apparatus to 
which it is designated when the user applies a command. 

7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schober 
in view of Cotton and further in view of Ripley et al. As described above, Schober 
discloses a control panel and Cotton discloses buttons on a panel. Neither specifically 
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mentions the use of a knob. Knobs are conventionally used throughout the art to select 
different courses for a washer or dryer. Ripley et al. teach such a knob 34. It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art to include such a knob with the panels taught 
by Schober and the buttons taught by Cotton in order to allow for the selection of a 
course of action for the washing machine or dryer. 

8. Claim 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schober 
in view of Cotton and further in view of Broker et al. As described above, Schober 
discloses a control panel and Cotton discloses buttons on a panel. Neither specifically 
mentions the use of a liquid display device. Liquid display devices are common and 
cannot be considered novel. Broker et al. disclose the use of a liquid crystal display 
screen that is capable of receiving input parameters (col. 2 line 30-31). It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art to include such a liquid display device on the 
panels disclosed by Schober with the buttons taught by Cotton in order to display the 
selected processes and status of the machine as well as provide an alternative means 
for user input as taught by Broker. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Heckert whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2702. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 8:00 - 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571)272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JMH 




MICHAEL BARR 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



